A meeting betweeen MSHA inspectors   and  members   of  Homestake's
management  was  held   in  the map room of   the mine  office   at   which  time   a
discussion  occurred   as   to  what Homestake's management   had  determined   was
the   cause  of  the  GO  and   smoke   in  the  Ross   shaft  area.     Management   stated
that   there  were   concentrations  of CO   from the   2150   foot   level   to   the  4500
foot   level  of  the  Ross  shaft  and   that   a  sizeable VCR (vertical   crater
retreat)  blast had been  set  off   at   the 4243  D stope,   9   ledge 4700  level   at
the   end  of  the  night  shift   at   approximately 3:30  a.m.   on June   21,   1979.
Homestake's  management  was  of  the  opinion  that   the  wooden  spacers   used   in
the VCR blast had   ignited  and was   the   source  of  the wood  smoke   smell  which
the miners   on  the   day  shift   encountered   as   they were   lowered   in   the   shaft
and   that   this  "bad  air"  was  being  exhausted   outside   through   the  ventilation
system.     Inspector Donley  asked   of management   if   they  had   positively
determined   that   the VCR blast  was   the   cause  of  the  CO  and   smoke.     Members
of management   stated  that   they  could   not   be   certain but   they  were
reasonably  certain  that   there was  not   a   fire   in   the mine.

At 10:12 a.m., following the above discussion and upon an order from
supervising inspector Donley, inspector Lundstrom issued 103(k) order No.
329637 LI which states as follows:

High  concentration  of  CO in  Ross   shaft   from collar
to  4500'   level.     All  persona  except   Company   officials,
MSHA personnel  and Union representatives   are  not
allowed   in  the   area until   an  investigation has  been
made   to  determine  the   concentration  of  CO and   other
gases.

Following   further  discussions  with management,  Donley   instructed Lundstrom
to   insert   the word   "area"   after   the words  "Ross   shaft"   in   the   order   and
told  them he  would   exclude   the  Ross   shaft   itself   from  the   103(k)   order   so
that   the  shaft  could be  used  to   lower  men and materials   if   it   was   necessary
to   fight   a   fire.     Donley   further explained   to management   that   areas  below
the  4500  foot   level  of  the Ross   shaft   and  all   of   the  Yates   shaft   were   not
to  be   included   in  the order based  upon   information   from management   that
there was  no  evidence  of  CO or   smoke   in   those  areas.     The   tramway  was   never
discussed   at   this  meeting,

After   the   103(k)  order was   issued,   the  MSHA  inspectors,   miners   and
management   representatives  went   underground   and   inspected   the   various
levels  of  the Ross   shaft   from the 4100  to 4850  foot   levels   taking  various
readings   for   air   contaminants.     Based   upon   this   inspection,   the   103(k)
order was   terminated   at   1:45  p.m.   on  June  21,   1979.     A meeting  was   held   at
the mine on  the   following day,   June   22,   1979,   between MSHA  inspectors   and
Homestake's management   to  discuss   the   procedures   followed   by  Homestake   the
day before.
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 several   tests.     A level  of  CO at   the  2150  foot   level
